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Dear Parents and Guardians, 

 

As school administrators, educators and school nurses creating a nurturing learning environment 

is challenging when major health issues such as life-threatening food allergies are present.  Food 

allergies are a growing concern in schools across the United States, and the Oxford Central 

School is no exception!  Some vital statistics: 

 

 --Food allergies are estimated to affect between 4-6% of all U.S. children. 

 --The number of children with food allergies here at OCS is increasing. 

 --There is no cure for food allergies.  Strict avoidance is key. 

 

In order to bolster our policies and procedures, our school continues to utilize a series of policies, 

regulations and staff protocols that focuses on providing a safe and healthy environment for all 

of our students.  These policies are part of the nationally-recognized program from the St. Louis 

Children’s Hospital, Food Allergy Management and Education (FAME).  This program will 

further our commitment to providing staff training, student food allergy education and 

classrooms that are free from life-threatening allergies so we can provide new layers of 

protection for all our students.  We will continue to celebrate special events and curriculum 

elements to promote a wide variety of experiences for all students, however, where food items 

may be a component of the lesson, staff will assist parents in providing the safest and healthiest 

options available.   

 

What can parents do to promote this program?  

 

-- Please be sure to reinforce with all students who ride the buses to and from school that there is 

absolutely NO FOOD eaten on the bus!   

--Students should be reminded to wash their hands before and after meals or snacks.  

--Please remind your students that they should not share or trade food and drinks, eating utensils 

and food containers with other students.  

--In some classrooms we will send a notice home that describes particular classes as allergen-free 
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classrooms.  In those settings, it is imperative that all snacks sent to school be allergen-free.  We 

will provide more descriptive guidelines for those settings at the start of school.    

 

--We can also remind our students that they should be aware of the allergies some of their 

classmates face each day and that they need to refrain from teasing those students. 

 

Please remember…This scenario needs to be treated by all parents as if it is their child who 

might be associated with a life-threatening allergy.  We can all work together to ensure the safety 

of students who attend the Oxford Central School!  If we collectively think this way, we can 

accomplish our goal of protecting every student here at OCS and be able to provide each of the 

students with a positive school experience everyday! 

 

If you have concerns or questions about the food being served here at OCS by our food service 

provider, Maschio’s Food Services, Inc., or you would just like the most recent nutrition/allergen 

information,  please contact the Maschio's dietitians by calling them at 973-598-0005 or emailing 

Sara Dash, RD at sdash@maschiofood.com or Hallie Halsey at hhalsey@maschiofood.com.   

 

The district will send reminders in order to keep all of us vigilant in supporting these new 

policies and our students.  If you have further questions or concerns about food allergy issues, 

please feel free to contact us.  

 

Thank you in advance for your cooperation. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Robert Magnuson    Julie Rienzi      Barbara Svercauski 

       CSA      Director of Special Services       OCS Nurse 
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